March 2, 1983 LB 126

SENATOR VI CKERS: M. President and nenbers, |, too, rise
to oppose the kill motion on LB 126 recognizing the con-
cern that Senator Warner as the Chairman of the Appro-
riation Coomittee has. But | would point out to this
ody that we are the policynaking body of this state and
it is unfortunate, | believe, that maybe ninety-nlne per-
cent of the tine our decisions are based on considerations
of the dollars, and hardly any of the tinme based on phil o-
sophy. We all like to believe that we cone in here with cer-
tai n phil osophical beliefs and that we have nice phil oso-
phi cal dlscussions in this bodg, but rarely do we ever do
that. This is an instance, | believe, where we can do
that. | think this is a good year to nmake those types of
phi | osophlcal decislons. | would suggest to you that each
of us as individuals with our businesses, at least | do with
ny business and | assune nost of you do, and | assune that
incl udes Senator Warner, we make decisions sonetimes for
the future, directions we attenpt to go with our persona
1lves or our personal businesses realizing we don't have
the dollars at that point in tlne to do it, realizing that
we can't expend the funds necessary to do whatever it is
that we would like to do in the future, but we do nake those
pl ans neverthel ess. We make those plans on the assunption
that when the noney is available we will then be able to
carry out those particular ldeas that we nmay have. | think
this is that type of a decision that we have got here be-
fore us today . As Senator Johnson and Senator Cullan have
so aptly pointed out, the needs for this program | don' t
bel i eve anK_of us can deny that there are needs. So what
we are tal king about today is making that phil osophica
decision as to whether or not this Legislature as the policy-
meki ng body of this state wants to go on record with the
intent of doing sone things for those people who may need
sonme help to get their education, recognizing that right now
we don't have the funds to do it but that when that tine
comes our plans will have been nmade, our decisions will
have been nmade as to the dlrection we would like to go. Now
| have got a couple of other bills. | have got another
bill that is out of the Education Conmittee that we wll
be discussing later. | have got in ny hand a draft for an
A bill of sone 45 million. Now | know that is not going to
pass. | don't know whether | ameven going to put it in
or not, but the bill is here nevertheless and the bill is
in rmy opinion another one of these sane instances of where
we can deci de whether or not we want to go certain directions.
Now i f this body wants to be reacting all the time, and |
suggest to you that is what government does when all they
do I's look at dollars is react to the current situati on and
don't make plans for the future, then so be it. But | be-
lieve it is our function, no, | believe it is our duty to
ook into the future and nake plans as to the direc=ion we



